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RE  PORT. 


To  THE  Ch.^irman  and  Members  of  the  Biixesdon 
Rural  District  Council. 


White  Dodge, 

Kirby  Muxloe, 

I/EICESTER, 

20th  February,  1905. 

CtENTLEMEN, 

In  submitting  my  third  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
vSanitation  of  your  District,  I have  pleasure  in  recording  a 
series  of  mortality  rates  considerably  below  the  average,  and 
comparing  most  favourably  with  similar  returns  for  Rural 
England  and  Wales.  I have,  however,  to  record  a Birth  Rate 
lower  than  any  heretofore  published  in  the  Reports  of  your 
Health  Officers. 

During  the  year,  103  births  and  73  deaths  have  been  regis- 
tered. In  addition  to  the  latter  there  were  two  deaths  in  the 
Leicester  Infirmary  among  persons  belonging  to  parishes 
within  your  sanitary  jurisdiction.  These,  together  with  two 
deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse  are,  in  the  appended  statistics, 
respectively  accredited  to  the  localities  in  which  the  patients 
had  previously  resided. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  . . . . 16.8  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  Death  Rate  is  ..  ..  12.2  ,,  „ ,, 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  0.48  ,,  ,,  ,, 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  87  ,,  Births. 

There  were  nine  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  old  and 
45  in  persons  of  65  years  and  upwards. 
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There  were  two  deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  one  from 
Zymotic  Enteritis  (Summer  Diarrhoea).  Three  other  cases  of 
Enteritis  and  three  of  Influenza  proved  fatal. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  tubercular  diseases,  two  of 
which  were  caused  by  Consumption.  The  latter  disease  is 
now  voluntarily  notifiable  in  the  District,  but  only  one  notifica- 
tion has  been  received  during  the  year.  Thorough  cleansing 
and  disinfection  should  be  carried  out  after  all  fatal  cases  of 
Consumption,  and  periodically  in  all  notified  cases. 

Bronchitis  proved  fatal  in  five  and  other  respiratory  diseases 
in  two  instances.  These  together  with  seven  deaths  from 
Heart  diseases  occurred  among  elderly  people.  I record  two 
deaths  from  Cirrhosis  of  the  Eiver  and  three  fatal  accidents. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Diphtheria  . . 

21 

Erysipelas  . . 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

Continued  Fever 

4 

Chicken-pox 

30 

Impetigo 

8 

Phthisis 

I 

«3 

The  locality  and  age- distribution  of  these 
the  Appendix,  Table  III. 

cases  is  shewn 

Diphtheria. 

Three  cases  came  under  observation  at  Kings  Norton,  and 
led  to  a thorough  sanitary  inspection  of  implicated  premises 
with  rectification  of  discoverable  defects.  I also  made  a 
complete  sanitary  examination  of  the  surroundings  associated 
with  four  cases  at  Wistow,  where  various  sanitary  improve- 
ments were  carried  out  in  conformity  with  my  instructions. 
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Five  cases  at  Newton  Harcourt  were  doubtless  attributable 
to  conditions  at  the  school  which  permitted  of  a cesspool 
ventilating  through  sanitary  conveniences  used  by  the 
children.  This  also  was  rectified  and  the  school  cleansed 
and  disinfected. 

At  Great  Glen  numerous  cases  of  Pharyngitis  and  Tonsillitis 
preceded  the  notification  of  several  cases  of  Diphtheria  in 
the  fall  of  the  year.  I anticipated  these  cases  by  closing  the 
School  some  days  prior  to  the  first  notification.  Sore-throats 
became  very  prevalent,  and  it  was  chiefly  by  bacteriological 
examination  that  the  eight  notified  cases  were  located.  Doubt- 
less, however,  there  were  many  more.  The  prevalence  of  the 
disease  closely  followed  the  cleansing  of  brooks  which  was 
rendered  necessary  by  virtue  of  the  floods  to  which  the  low- 
lying  parts  of  this  village  are  liable. 

Of  twenty-one  notified  cases,  one  at  Great  Glen  and  one 
at  Wistow  proved  fatal. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Fourteen  cases  were  distributed  over  seven  parishes.  Half 
these  cases  occurred  in  the  contiguous  parishes  of  Halstead 
and  Tilton,  the  disease  being  imported  from  lyeicester  where 
it  had  been  diagnosed  as  “ Influenza.” 

On  visiting  two  cases  at  Stoughton  in  January,  I advised 
school-closure  for  three  weeks. 

You  have  authorised  my  sending  cases  to  the  Blaby  Isolation 
Hospital.  I accordingly  sent  one  case  from  Billesdon.  Another 
was  sent  at  private  expense  from  Stretton  Magna. 

Continued  Fever. 

Four  cases  were  notified.  I dealt  with  all  on  the  assumption 
that  they  were  Enteric  Fever,  which  they  more  or  less  resembled. 
At  a recent  meeting  of  Eeicestershire  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  the  opinion  was  unanimously  expressed  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  bacteriological  diagnosis  of  such  cases, 
and  also  of  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Phthisis. 


1 


6 

Chicken-Pox. 

This  complaint  was  somewhat  prevalent  at  Hungarton  in 
the  fall  of  the  year,  the  school  being  closed  for  a fortnight. 
Ten  cases  were  notified  in  Billesdon  and  sporadic  cases  occurred 
in  five  other  parishes. 

Impetigo. 

The  first  year’s  notification  of  this  disease  has  already  been 
of  unquestionable  benefit,  and  many  parents  throughout  your 
District  are  beginning  to  realize  that  it  is  really  contagious. 
Bight  cases  were  notified  in  six  parishes,  and  it  is  significant 
that  in  only  one  instance — that  was  early  in  January — did 
the  disease  attack  more  than  one  member  of  a household. 
Dr.  Williams,  of  Billesdon,  by  whom  all  the  cases  were  notified, 
is  kindly  co-operating  in  its  administrative  control,  and  the 
inhibition  of  its  tendency  to  spread  in  the  household  must  be 
attributed  to  the  effectual  manner  in  which  he  has  impressed 
the  necessary  precautions  upon  his  patients’  parents.  My 
experience  heretofore  with  this  complaint  has  been  that  in 
the  vast  majority  of  instances  it  spreads  not  only  through  a 
family  of  children,  but  very  frequently  to  adjoining  houses 
or  throughcuit  a school.  Indeed,  within  the  past  six  weeks  an 
eqidemic  involving  school-closure  has  occurred  in  Billesdon. 
Verbal  advice  is  now  being  supplemented  liy  printed  instruc- 
tions as  to  its  infectious  nature,  and  preventive  measures  would 
be  further  facilitated  if  the  County  Education  Committee 
would  advise  teachers  as  to  the  precautions  which  should  be 
taken  in  controlling  the  school-attendance  of  patients. 

.Sanitation  of  the  District. 

In  addition  to  the  matters  statistically  stated  in  the  appended 
report  of  the  .Sanitary  Inspector,  the  pollution  of  the  brook 
which  had  heretofore  taken  place  at  Hungarton  has  been 
rectified  by  extension  and  improvements  on  the  Sewage  Farm. 
Mam  Sewers  have  been  repaired,  extended  and  improved  at 
Billesdon,  Bushby,  Houghton,  Goadby,Owston  and  Skeffington. 
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I completed  a house  to  house  inspection  in  parts  of  Great 
Glen  and  analysed  water  samples  from  every  well  in  the  village. 
Records  of  previous  analyses  of  these  waters  are  not  available, 
but  I take  it  that  the  abolition  of  insanitary  pits  in  that 
\’illage  has  resulted  in  a considerable  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  well-water.  Many  of  the  samples,  however,  furnished 
more  or  less  marked  evidence  of  pollution,  and  you  according!}^ 
decided,  on  my  recommendation,  to  abolish  every  discoverable 
source  of  contamination  in  this  vicinity.  I would  urge 
expedition  in  this  and  in  other  sanitary  improvements,  notably 
those  dealing  with  drainage,  rivers  pollution  and  sewer- 
ventilation,  which  you  have  already  sanctioned.  The  brook 
at  Great  Glen  has  been  widened  and  cleared,  especially  at 
points  which  were  known  to  be  more  or  less  instrmnental  in 
inducing  floods. 

At  Humberstone  you  have  approved  my  recommendation 
for  more  efficient  sewer-ventilation. 

I would  here  direct  attention  to  the  desirability  of  once  and 
for  all  abolishing  insanitary  pits  from  your  larger  villages, 
and  substituting  pails  with  an  efficient  system  of  scavenging. 
Even  the  smallest  villages  could  as  a rule  combine  for  this 
purpose.  The  pollution  of  brooks  by  sewage  is  another 
matter  calling  for  rectification.  In  many  such  instances 
efficient  or  at  worst  partial  treatment  of  the  elffuent  could  be 
effected  at  a very  small  outlay. 

Building  bye-laws  have  long  since  been  adopted  for  four  of 
your  parishes.  'Phey  are  in  many  respects  rather  obsolete, 
and  I advise  the  adoption  of  a more  suitable  and  modern  code, 
including  facilities  for  the  erection  of  cheap  but  sanitarj^ 
dwellings  throughout  your  District. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

The  statutory  provisions  have  received  strict  attention. 
Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses  are  regularly  inspected, 
limewashing  being  ordered  when  necessary. 
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I api)end  the  synoptic  tables  required  by  Home  Office  and 
bocal  Oovernment  Board. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  vServant, 

J.  E.  O’CONNOR,  Capt., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Leicestershire,  Rutland 
and  Warwick  Combined  Sanitary  Districts. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Billesdon  Rural  District. 


Complaints  . . 

Premises,  houses,  etc. 

Pool,  ditch,  gutter,  watercourse  . . 

Animals  improperly  kept  . . 

Privy,  urinal,  cesspool,  ashpit 

Drain,  drain-traps,  etc.,  etc. 

House,  or  part  thereof,  overcrowded 

Offensive  accumulations  . . 

Lodging  houses 

Slaughter  houses  . . 

Dairymen,  cowkeepers,  purveyors 
of  milk 

Offensive  trades  (sec.  1 1 2 Public 
Health  Act,  1875) 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 

Infectious  diseases 


Privy  middens 

Pail  or  earth  closets 
Ashpits 

Water  supply 


No.  received  . . . . . . 52 

No.  inspected  . . . . 300 

Nuisances  abated  . . . . 45 

No.  inspected  . . . . 26 

Nuisances  abated  ..  ..  23 

No.  inspected  . . . . 15 

Nuisances  abated  ..  ..  6 

No.  inspected  . . . . 70 

Nuisances  abated  ..  ..  16 

No.  inspected  . . . . 22 

Nuisances  abated  ..  ..  10 

No.  inspected  . . . . 2 

Nuisances  abated  . . . . 2 

No.  inspected  ..  ..  15 

Nuisances  abated  ..  ..  14 

No.  registered  . . . . 2 

No.  of  inspections  . . . . 10 

No.  licensed  or  registered  . . 8 

No.  of  inspections  ..  ..  16 

No.  registered  . . . . 82 

No.  in  district  . . . . 82 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises  100 
No.  established  . . . . i 

No.  of  inspections  . . . . 4 

No.  houses  condemned  . . i 

No.  closed  . . . . . . I 

No.  cleansed  and  limewashed  20 


Houses  affected  with 
Houses  inspected 
No.  of  inspections 
Houses  disinfected 
Schools  disinfected 
Disinfectant  used 
Formalin,  Jey’s  Izal,  Carbolic,  etc. 


Lots  of  clothing  disinfected  2 

No.  repaired  . . . . . . 2 

No.  converted  to  pails  . . 8 

New  provided  ..  ..  5 

New  provided  . . . . i 

No.  converted  to  ashbins  . . i 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  . . 60 

Samples  condemned  . . 32 


45 

90 

21 

2 


lo 


W'oi  ksliojis  . 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  iqoi. 

Total  number  on  register  (in- 

11 

cluding  bakehouses) 

No.  in  which  nuisances  abated 

I 

Bak'.ilinuses 

No.  on  register 

lO 

Home-  work 

No.  of  outworkers 

I 2 

No.  of  houses 

12 

GEO.  HARHISON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BILLESDON. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (S.  loi) 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  133) 
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TABLE  l.-Giving  the  Number  of  Births  and  Deaths  during  the  Years  1895  to  1904, 

BILLESDON  RURAL  DISTRICT.  
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Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  iinU  intirm  persons  irom  me  uisiiici— 

The  Leicester  InfirnKiry.  . rx-  • 

(.)ther  institutions,  tlie  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed  uniong  the  several  localities  in  the  District 
The  Union  Workhouse,  Billesdon. 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  District. 


TABLE  II.— Showing  Population  to  middle  of  each  year,  No.  of  Births  registered,  and  No.  of  Deaths  in  the 
Billesdon  Rural  District,  during  the  years  1895  to  1904  inclusive. 


Year. 

2 

si 

b. 

5 

S£ 

< 

« 

(/) 

« 

Q> 

a 

Deaths  under 

I year. 

Population. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deatlis  under 

I year. 

Population. 

Births  registered. 

Deatlis  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under 

I year. 

Population. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deatlis  under 

I year. 

Population. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under 

I year. 

Billesdon. 

Great  Glenn. 

Humberstone. 

Thurnby  and  Bushby. 

Remainder  of  District. 

1895  ... 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899  .. 

1900 

1901  (Cen) 

1902 

1905  ... 

743 

720 

17 

16 

22 

19 

16 

21 

16 

15 

16 

9 

6 

13 

II 

9 

13 

1 1 

13 

7 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

... 

2 

I 

714 

732 

iS 

II 

19 

26 

20 

18 

17 

6 

17 

8 

12 

16 

4 

12 

15 

7 

II 

9 

I 

I 

1 

3 

6 

2 

3 

373 

3S9 

8 

1 2 

3 

15 

1 1 

9 

7 

4 

9 

5 

7 

8 

6 

3 

4 
n 

3 

8 

1 

2 

2 

2 

284 

314 

6 

9 

9 

5 

10 

7 

2 

3 

3 

6 

I 

7 

4 

4' 

6 

6 

5 

5 

3 

I 

I 

4135 

3988 

78 

79 

73 

S3 

63 

77 

68 

74  ’ 
82 

50 

53 

54 

58 

68 

62 

57 

53 

44 

8 

T 

5 

10 

11 

4 

8 

6 

9 

.Averages  1 
1895  to  [ 

1903  ) 

731 

18 

10 

i'3 

723 

17 

10 

2 

381 

8 

6 

I 

300 

6 

3 

■8 

4060 

75 

55 

7 

1904  ... 

717 

12 

6 

734 

19 

14 

3 

392 

2 

9 

• 

318 

7 

5 

3969 

60 

41 

6 

TABLE  Mi. — Shewing  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 


BILLESDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTIUCT. 

TOTAL  CLASSES 

NOTIFIED 

IN  EACH 

LOCALITY. 

CASES  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL 
FROM  EACH  LOCALITY. 

NOTIFI.ABLE  DISEASE. 

At  all  ages. 

Under  i year. 

I to  5 years. 

>> 

vn 

0 

15  to  25  years. 

(/5 

rt 

<u 

0 

0 

c-t 

65  years  and 

upwards. 

Billesdon. 

Carlton  Curlieu. 

East  Norton. 

Great  Glenn. 

Halstead. 

Houghton. 

Humberstone. 

Hungarton. 

Illsion. 

Kings  Norton. 

0 

'O 

0 

Newton  Harcourt. 

Rolleston. 

^ 1 

0 

ZL 

1 

CO 

Stretton  Magna. 

Stoughton. 

I Thurnby. 

Tilton. 

Wistow. 

Billesdon. 

j Great  Glenn. 

1 Newton  Harcourt 

1 Stretton  Magna. 

Wistow. 

Small  Pox  ... 

Cholera 

Diphtheria... 

2l 

7 

12 

I 

I 

8 

3 

5 

I 

4 

I 

I 

3 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

... 

5 

14 

2 

7 

3 

4 

r 

I 

I 

2 

6 

I 

I 

... 

I 

2 

2 

I 

T 

I 

I 

Continued  Fever  ... 

4 

2 

2 

I 

2 

I 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 "■ 

Plague 

... 

Chicken  Pox 

30 

I 

7 

22 

I 

I 

10 

I 

I 

3 

Impetigo  

8 

2 

4 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 

3 

I 

I 

Phthisis 

I 

I 

I 

... 



— 

Totals 

83 

I 

18 

47 

7 

9 

I 

I 

I 

21 

7 

I 

I 

17 

3 

3 

I 

S 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 1 

3 

4 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  authorized  to  send  cases  to  the  Blaby  Isolation  Hospital. 


TABLE  IV.— Showing  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Vear  1904. 


BILLESDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District 

at  subjoined  Ages 

1 

N 
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39^ 

3 

Causes  of  Death. 
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Small-pox 

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

branous  Croup 

2 

2 

I 

Croup 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 

3 

I 

2 

I 

Plague 

Diarrhcea  ... 

I 

I 

Enteritis  ... 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 
Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 
Phthisis  ... 

2 

1 

I 

I 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Cancer,  malignant 

2 

I 

I 

I 

disease  ... 

6 

3 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

5 

5 

I 

Pleurisy  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

I 

I 

I 

piratory  Organs 
Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of 

I 

I 

Liver  

2 

I 

I 

Venereal  Diseases 
Premature  Birth  ... 
Diseases  and  Accidents  ol 

5 

5 

I 

Parturition 

I 

I 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

7 

2 

5 

I 

2 

Accidents  ... 

Suicides  ... 

3 

I 

I 

I 

2 

All  other  causes  ... 

31 

I 

2 

I 

27 

3 

I 

I 

I 

4 

All  causes 

75 

9 

5 

I 

2 

13 

45 

6 

2 

I 

3 

14 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  Localities  at  all  Ages. 
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Deaths  in  Public 
Institutions  in 
the  District. 
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